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SENIOR HIGH “CLASSICS”
 AUTHOR
      TITLE

SUMMARY                                                                                   Rating

	Adams Richard 
	Watership Down
	Seeing a vision of the destruction of their homes, a band of wild rabbits set out on a quest for a new home and a new society. Personalities and adventures come alive in this unique picture of humanity and nature.
	

	Alcott Louisa 

May
	Little Women
	In this story of four sisters growing to maturity in the 1860s triumph and tragedy, romance and comedy all part of the human condition are artfully blended in an enduring “domestic drama.”
	

	Auel Jean 
	Clan of the Cave Bear
	The story of an orphaned little girl being adopted by a Neanderthal clan in the latest ice age contains fascinating descriptions of their language, food, medicines, and ways of life.
	

	Austen Jane 
	Sense and Sensibility
	Two sisters, Elinor and Marianne, fall in love, one with a man promised at a young age to another and one to a rascal.
	

	Bradbury Ray
	Fahrenheit 451
	This science fiction novels presents a future world where owning or reading a book is a criminal activity.
	

	Bronte Charlotte 
	Jane Eyre
	In early 19th century England, an orphaned young woman accepts employment as a governess and soon finds herself in love with her employer who has a terrible secret.

	

	Bronte Emily 
	Wuthering Heights
	Bronte's romantic tale of the tormented relationship between Heathcliff and Cathy presents two of the best known protagonists in nineteenth-century literature.
	

	Buck Pearl S. 
	The Good Earth 
	A Pulitzer prize winning novel about peasant life in China during the turbulent 1920s. This moving, classic story of the honest farmer Wang Lung and his selfless wife O-lan is must reading.

	

	Camus Albert
	The Outsider
	In this classic existentialist novel, Camus explores the predicament of the individual who refuses to pretend and is prepared to face the indifference of the universe, courageously and alone. 
	

	Clavell James 
	King Rat
	The story reflects the type of society American, British, and Australian POWs built to survive the horrible conditions of their prison camp life.
	

	Coelho Paulo
	The Alchemist
	This story, dazzling in its powerful simplicity and inspiring wisdom, is about an Andalusian shepherd boy named Santiago who travels from his homeland in Spain to the Egyptian desert in search of a treasure buried in the Pyramids.
	

	Defoe Daniel


	Robinson Crusoe
	With ingenuity and patience, the lone survivor of a shipwreck succeeds in creating a personal kingdom on a deserted island with help, eventually, from the owner of a mysterious footprint.
	

	Doyle Sir Arthur

    Conan
	Hound of the Baskervilles
	Sherlock Holmes and his companion Dr. Watson confront one of their most difficult cases ever: is there truly a curse on the old Baskerville estate? Is there truly a ghostly beast lurking on the dark, eerie moors?
	

	Doyle Sir Arthur Conan 
	The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes
	Stories that capture the best of the fiction’s most famous detective.


	

	Duma Alexandre 


	The Count of Monte Cristo
	One of the greatest thrillers of all time, it tells the tale of young Edmond Dantes, who, falsely accused of treason and arrested on his wedding day, escapes from prison to seek revenge on his enemies.
	

	Ellison Ralph
	The Invisible Man
	The story is about a youthful, unnamed black man, who starts off naive and full of idealism. Throughout the book, he faces different ordeals, transforms himself several times, and makes many discoveries about the society in which he lives, each time growing as an individual and trying to find his identity.
	

	Garcia Marquez, Gabriel
	One Hundred Years of Solitude
	A century-long history of a town and family, with subtle insights into the psychology of the people and the mores of Colombia.
	

	Hawthorne, Nathaniel 

	The Scarlet Letter
	Adultery can be a capital offense in Puritan New England, so when young Hester Prynne conceives a child outside of her marriage, the entire village plays a part in her cruel punishment.
	

	Heller Joseph 
	Catch 22
	A satirical comedy about a WWII bombardier based in Italy and his efforts to avoid bombing missions.
	

	Hemingway 

  Ernest 
	The Old Man and the Sea
	An old Cuban fisherman catches a giant marlin, only to have sharks strip it to the bone.
	

	Hugo Victor 


	Les Miserables
	Escaped convict Jean Valjean risks his life to take care of a motherless young girl during the first half of the 19th century.


	

	Huxley Aldous 
	Brave New World
	Despite the government's attempts to breed and condition all its citizens to be happy and docile, Bernard is not happy.  This is a brilliantly prophetic warning tale that should frighten any reader.
	

	Kogawa Joy 


	Obasan
	This powerful and passionate novel tells, through the eyes of a child, the moving story of Japanese-Canadians during the Second World War. 
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	Laurence Margaret 


	The Stone Angel
	Hagar Shipley, age 90, tells the story of her life, and in so doing, tries to come to terms with how the very qualities which sustained her have deprived her of joy.
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	Lawrence D.H.
	Sons and Lovers
	The story of a young man's struggle to gain detachment from his mother.


	

	Mistry Rohinton


	A Fine Balance
	Four unlikely people’s lives come together during a time of political turmoil soon after the government declares a “State of Internal Emergency.” Through days of bleakness and hope, their circumstances and their fates become inextricably linked in ways no one could have foreseen.
	[image: image3.png]




	Mitchell 

Margaret 
	Gone with the Wind
	The sweeping story of tangled passions and the rare courage of a group of people in Atlanta during the time of Civil War.
	

	Orczy Baroness

Emmuska 
	The Scarlet Pimpernel
	This novel of intrigue and romance is the adventure of one man's defiance in the face of authority during the French Revolution. 
	

	Orwell George
	1984
	Orwell’s classic satire on the possible horrors of a totalitarian regime in England in 1984.
	

	Pasternak Boris
	Doctor Zhivago 
	The classic story of the life and loves of a poet/physician during the turmoil of the Russian Revolution.
	

	Remarque Erich Maria 
	All Quiet on the Western Front
	The story is told through the eyes of a common German soldier during WW I. War is stripped of all romanticism and revealed as the reality of pounding shellfire, hunger, sickness, and death. 
	

	Salinger J.D. 
	The Catcher in the Rye
	A prep school dropout rejects the "phoniness" he sees all about him.
	

	Scott Sir Walter 
	Ivanhoe
	Ivanhoe, a trusted ally of Richard-the-Lion-Hearted, returns from the Crusades to reclaim the inheritance his father denied him.                                                  
	

	Shelley Mary 
	Frankenstein
	In this precursor of science fiction, an eight-foot monster is imbued with life but seeks revenge on his maker when friendship and love are refused him by all.
	

	Smith Betty
	A Tree Grows in Brooklyn
	Like the Tree of Heaven that grows out of cement or through cellar gratings, resourceful Francie struggles against all odds to survive and thrive while living in the slums of Brooklyn during the early part of the twentieth century.
	

	Steinbeck John
	East of Eden
	This sprawling and often brutal novel follows the intertwined destinies of two families—the Trasks and the Hamiltons—whose generations helplessly re-enact the fall of Adam and Eve and the poisonous rivalry of Cain and Abel.
	

	Stevenson

Robert Louis
	Kidnapped
	Classic adventure novel, set in 1751, centers on a young Scottish orphan, betrayed by his uncle and bound for bondage in the New World.
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	Stevenson Robert Louis


	Treasure Island
	When Jim Hawkins boards the Hispaniola as a member of an expedition searching for buried treasure, he soon discovers that most of the crew are pirates intent on securing a fortune for themselves under the leadership of Long John Silver.
	

	Stoker Bram 


	Dracula
	One of the scariest stories to haunt literature -- and the night -- is this account of Dracula, the count who survives by drinking the blood of the living.
	

	Thoreau Henry David
	Walden
	Great book of American letters and a masterpiece of reflective philosophizing, meditations on human existence, society, government and other topics.
	

	Tolstoy Leo 


	Anna Karenina
	Tolstoy's classic tale of love and adultery set against the backdrop of high society in Moscow and Saint Petersburg.

	

	Twain Mark 


	The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
	Whether it’s conning his friends into whitewashing a fence, attending his own funeral, or trying to impress Becky Thatcher, Tom Sawyer immediately conjures up an image of small-town America in a story that combines down-to-earth humour with suspense.
	

	Twain Mark 
	The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
	The story of a teenaged misfit who finds himself floating on a raft down the Mississippi River with an escaping slave, Jim.
	

	Uris Leon
	MILA 18
	It was a time of crisis, a time of tragedy--and a time of transcendent courage and determination.  Leon Uris's blazing novel is set in the midst of the ghetto uprising that defied Nazi tyranny, as the Jews of Warsaw boldly met Wehrmacht tanks with homemade weapons and bare fists. 
	

	Verne Jules
	Around the World in Eighty Days
	Phileas Fogg’s adventures as he attempts to circumnavigate the globe in eighty days if he is to win a bet.
	

	Vonnegut Kurt
	Slaughterhouse Five
	This book is an anti-war novel that professes that it is not an anti-war novel. Written during the Vietnam War about World War Two, the book explores the atrocities of war without becoming maudlin. Vonnegut is wickedly poignant as he follows Billy Pilgrim, the main character, as be becomes "unstuck in time."
	

	Wells H.G.


	The Invisible Man
	Wells' classic thriller recounts the eerie story of a mad scientist who makes himself disappear and goes murderously insane when he realizes that he cannot reverse the spell.
	

	Wyss J. D. 
	Swiss Family Robinson
	After a shipwreck, the narrator, his wife, and four sons find themselves castaways on an uninhabited island.
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