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Grade 8 Best of the Best

	SLICE OF LIFE

	AUTHOR
	TITLE
	SUMMARY
	READ
	RATING

	Bell, William
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	Stones


	When a mysterious girl transfers to his school Garnet thinks he might have found the girl of his dreams, if only he could get her to talk to him.  As he struggles to win over one girl, another girl is trying to get his attention – unfortunately she lived over 150 years ago.
	
	

	Bennett, Cherie
	Life in the Fat Lane
	When Lara starts inexplicably gaining weight--and eventually tops 200 pounds--she learns what it is like to be on the wrong side of the scale.
	
	

	Brashares, Ann
	The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants*
	This is a story about a solid group of friends, each one a strong and courageous individual in her own right. They form a true sisterhood of acceptance and support as they share the same pair of blue jeans one life-changing summer.
	
	

	Brooks Bruce
	Dolores
	When she's seven years old she can scream Nirvana lyrics at the top of her lungs in a voice just as angry and knowing as any teenager's. As she grows up through these seven stories, you can call her what you want -- strangely beautiful, weird, quirky, a loner, brave -- it doesn't matter. Because Dolores always will be, quite simply, Dolores.
	
	

	Caldwell Lindsay
	Don’t Let Me Die!
	When Lucy is involved in a terrible car crash and loses control of her legs, she must make some tough decisions about how she can get through this nightmare.
	
	

	Calonita Jen
	Secrets of My Hollywood Life*
	What if...your picture was taped inside teenage boys' lockers across America, your closets were bursting with never-worn designer clothing, and the tabloids constantly asked whether you were losing your "good girl" status?
	
	

	Crutcher Chris
	Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes
	This is a darkly funny, suspenseful novel about friendship, fear, and making the best of a bad situation.
	
	

	Frank E.R.
	Friction
	When a new girl at the private school Alex attends starts rumors about her favorite teacher, Alex and her eighth-grade classmates are not sure how to act around him or with each other.
	
	

	Dessen Sarah
	Just Listen
	Isolated from friends who believe the worst because she has not been truthful with them, sixteen-year-old Annabel finds an ally in classmate Owen, whose honesty and passion for music help her to face and share what really happened at the end-of-the-year party that changed her life.
	
	

	Hooper Mary
	Megan*
	The moving and emotionally charged story of a fifteen-year-old girl who discovers, just before her exams that she is pregnant. By the time she plucks up enough courage to tell her mum and visit the doctor, it is too late to have an abortion.
	
	

	Huser Glen
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	Skinnybones and the Wrinkle Queen
	At fifteen, Tamara has survived the foster-care system through brains, will and attitude. Now there's high school to get through, along with her teacher's latest community project - volunteering at the local senior's home. Tamara doubts she can endure either the residents or the smells. Then she's assigned to Jean Barclay - a cranky, wealthy and extremely frail former schoolteacher.
	
	

	Juby Susan
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	Alice I Think*
	Alice keeps a diary as she struggles to cope with the embarrassments and trials of family, dating, starting high school, work, small town life, and a case of "outcastitis" after being home-schooled.
	
	

	Kantor Melissa
	If I Have a Wicked Stepmother, Where’s My Prince?
	Wicked stepmother? Check. Evil stepsisters? Check. Miserable life? Check. Lucy Norton's life has all the makings of a Cinderella story, but is about to discover the truth about finding her real Prince Charming…and finding herself.
	
	

	Korman Gordon
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	Losing Joe’s Place
	Jason and his two friends move into Jason's brother's apartment and manage to wreak havoc in it during one funny and memorable summer.
	
	

	Lipsyte, Robert
	One Fat Summer*
	Overweight Bobby Marks hates the summertime because he can't hide under heavy clothing. When he gets a job grooming the grounds of Dr. Kahn's estate, he finds out how terrifying and exhilarating, how dangerous and wonderful, one fat summer can be.
	
	

	McCormick, Patrick
	Cut
	Callie cuts herself. Never too deep, and never enough to die, just enough to feel the pain. Believing she is responsible for her brother's illness, 15-year-old Callie begins a course of self-destruction that leads to being admitted to a psychiatric hospital.
	
	

	Murdock Catherine
	Dairy Queen*
	When you don’t talk, there’s a lot of stuff that ends up not getting said. Welcome to the summer that fifteen-year-old D. J. Schwenk of Red Bend, Wisconsin, learns to talk, and ends up having an awful lot of stuff to say.
	
	

	Myers Walter Dean
	Scorpions
	Jamal, who is pressured to become leader of the Scorpions gang, worries about school, family, and the rough kids on the street. When a fellow gang member gives him a gun, Jamal suddenly gains a new level of respect from his enemies. A realistic look at a boy who wants to do the right thing but gets caught up in the culture of violence.
	
	

	Pearson, Kit
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	Awake and Dreaming
	Theo Caffrey lives life on the edge, mostly because her unwed mother neglects and mistreats her. She copes by losing herself in books and dreams of belonging to a real family.
	
	

	Plum-Ucci Carol 


	Body of Christopher Creed
	The often-tortured class weirdo has disappeared, leaving an enigmatic note on the school library computer. Is he a runaway, a suicide, a murder victim? 
	
	

	Rennison Louise
	Angus, Thongs and Full Frontal Snogging*
	Presents the humorous journal of a year in the life of a fourteen-year-old British girl who tries to reduce the size of her nose, stop her mad cat from terrorizing the neighborhood animals, and win the love of handsome hunk Robbie.
	
	

	Sachar Louis
	Small Steps
	Two years after being released from Camp Green Lake, Armpit is home in Austin, Texas, trying to turn his life around. But it’s hard when you have a record, and everyone expects the worst from you.

	
	

	Thomas, Rob
	Slave Day
	When the high school auctions off students and faculty as slaves during a fundraiser, Keene Davenport declares the event racist and unsuccessfully calls for a boycott before deciding to buy the class president and teach everyone a lesson.
	
	

	Walters Eric
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	Overdrive
	Jake has finally got his driver’s license, and tonight he has his brother’s car as well. He and his friend Mickey take the car out and cruise the strip. When they challenge another driver to a street race, a disastrous chain of events occurs. 
	
	

	Walters Eric
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	The Falls
	Fifteen-year-old Jay Hunter has but one goal in life: to get out of the Falls. Life in the blue-collar tourist town doesn't hold much promise for a teenage boy, unless recreational drinking counts. And even that isn't much fun for the son of a reformed alcoholic mother.
	
	

	SPORTS

	AUTHOR
	TITLE
	SUMMARY
	READ
	RATING

	Crutcher Chris
	Whale Talk
	Intellectually and athletically gifted, TJ, a multiracial, adopted teenager, shuns organized sports and the gung-ho athletes at his high school until he agrees to form a swimming team by recruiting some of the school's less popular students.
	
	

	Deuker Carl
	Painting the Black
	High-school senior Ryan Ward finds his love of baseball threatened, when one of his teammates pushes the limits too far, and Ryan is forced to choose between his passion for the game and his personal sense of integrity.
	
	

	Dygard Thomas
	Game Plan
	When the football coach's hospitalization forces student manager Beano to take over coaching the team, he must deal with a rebellious quarterback and his own lack of confidence.
	
	

	Klass David
	A Different Season
	High school baseball star Jim Roark is delighted to meet Jennifer Douglas, the second basewoman on the girls' softball team, until she becomes the first female player on his all-male team.
	
	

	Mackey Weezie Kerr
	Throwing Like a Girl
	Ella, whose family has moved mid-semester from Chicago to Dallas, tells this gentle yet upbeat story. Trying hard to figure out how to be 15 and living in a new place, she discovers softball as a way to make a new life.
	
	

	Russell Nancy
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	Rink of Dreams
	If 13-year-old Charlottetown hockey player, Gary MacDonald, wants to make the big jump from peewee to the bantam AAA Albions, he has a lot of hurdles to overcome both on and off the ice.
	
	

	Wallace Rich
	Playing Without the Ball
	Some might think Jay was cheated. By his mother, who walked out when he was 9. By his dad, who took a job a couple thousand miles away and let him stay above a bar in a one-room apartment. By the basketball coach, who saw his talent but chose youth over determination. And even Jay’s not sure whether this last year of high school in the small town of Sturbridge will add up to anything. But just when senior year seems a waste–kissing the wrong girls, offending the right ones, playing basketball on a church league with other “rejects”–life begins to click again.
	
	


	MYSTERY

	AUTHOR
	TITLE
	SUMMARY
	READ
	RATING

	Armstrong Kelley
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	The Summoning*
	Chloe used to have a normal life. Now she starts seeing dead people. She gets locked up in a home for unstable teens. And this home is not what it seems…
	
	

	Bird Isobel
	Circle of Three – So Mote It Be*
	While researching the topic of witchcraft in the 16th century for her history paper, Kate stumbles on a modern book of spells that she can’t resist trying out with disastrous results.

	
	

	Cabot Meg
	Mediator – Shadowland*
	Suze is a mediator -- a liaison between the living and the dead. In other words, she sees dead people. And they won’t leave her alone until she helps them resolve their unfinished business with the living.
	
	

	Duncan, Lois
	The Twisted Window
	Tracy believes that she's doing the right thing when she helps Brad kidnap his little sister after his stepfather had stolen her. But things are not as they seem. Too late, Tracy realizes she's trapped in the car with a boy who may be crazy, and whose actions have led to a search warrant for their arrest.

	
	

	Horowitz Anthony
	Raven’s Gate*
	As punishment for a crime he didn’t commit, Matt had to decide between jail and living with an old woman in a remote town called Lesser Malling.  He should have chosen jail…

	
	

	Hrdlitschka, Shelley
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	Disconnected*
	Tanner suffers from recurring nightmares that are somehow linked to Alex, a boy who is trying to get away from his abusive father.


	
	

	Nixon, Joan Lowery
	Whispers from the Dead
	Sixteen-year-old Sarah doesn't see dead people, but she hears them. And she definitely feels them after her parents move into a new house that turns out to have been the site of a horrible murder or two. 

	
	

	Perez Marlene
	Dead is the New Black*
	Teenage girls are being mysteriously attacked all over town, including at Nightshade High School, where Daisy is a junior. When Daisy discovers that a vampire may be the culprit, she can’t help but suspect head cheerleader Samantha Devereaux, who returned from summer break with a new look. Samantha appears a little . . . well, dead.  
	
	

	Shan Darren
	Cirque Du Freak*
	Two boys who are best friends visit an illegal freak show, where an encounter with a vampire and a deadly spider forces them to make life-changing choices.

	
	

	Sherrard Valerie
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	Out of the Ashes*
	Shelby, a high school senior, is compelled to launch an investigation into the series of arsons that have occurred in her small New Brunswick town. 


	
	

	Smith Roland
	Zach’s Lie*
	When Jack Osborne is befriended by his school's custodian and a Basque girl, he begins to adjust to his family's sudden move to Elko, Nevada, after entering the Witness Security Program, but the drug cartel against which his father will testify is determined to track them down.
	
	

	Tiernan Kate
	Book of Shadows*
	Morgan thinks witchcraft is laughable when her best friend Bree drags her to a meeting of the Cirrus Coven. But during a ceremony led by Cal, Morgan's long-time crush, Morgan feels a shock. Suddenly everything looks brighter, clearer. Morgan doesn't want to get involved with witchcraft-but she feels like witchcraft is choosing her.
	
	

	Trueman Terry
	Inside Out
	In a busy coffee shop, a robbery goes wrong. Two gunmen hold seven hostages, including a teenager named Zach. What nobody realizes at first is that Zach is anything but ordinary and his troubled mind is more dangerous than any weapon.
	
	

	Wasserman Robin
	Chasing Yesterday*
	Found: One girl, age twelve. Unconscious. Unharmed. Unclaimed. Unidentified. Lost: Everything. JD (Jane Doe) may not know the truth about her past, but she can recognize a lie, and she knows she’s in danger.
	
	

	SCIENCE FICTION

	AUTHOR
	TITLE
	SUMMARY
	READ
	RATING

	Clancy Tom
	NetForce – The Deadliest Game*
	Teenage computer wizards help fight crime in the world of the future where computers control everything.
	
	

	Hughes Monica
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	Crystal Drop
	In the summer of 2011, the death of their mother sends Megan and her younger brother Ian on a dangerous journey across a Canada ravaged by drought and the collapse of civilization.
	
	

	Nix Garth
	Shade’s Children*
	In a city of the future, your 14th birthday is your last unless you can manage to escape the grip of the nonhuman Overlords.
	
	

	O’Brien Robert
	Z is for Zachariah
	Seemingly the only person left alive after the holocaust of a war, a young girl is relieved to see a man arrive into her valley until she realizes that he is a tyrant and she must somehow escape.
	
	

	Perry S.D.
	The Umbrella Conspiracy*
	The Special Tactics and Rescue Squad (S.T.A.R.S.) investigate a string of grisly murders in a remote mountain community--and discover evidence of a widespread conspiracy.
	
	

	Singleton Linda
	Regeneration*
	Three scientists embark on the ultimate experiment in DNA enhancement. The results? Five cloned children, each created from the genes of a different person, each meant to be perfect. But when the mastermind of the project deems it a failure, the other scientists have to save the clones from his wrath. And now, after fifteen years apart, the teen clones band together to defeat the madman who is still bent on their destruction.
	
	

	Tolan Stephanie
	Welcome to the Ark
	Four psychologically damaged misfits are thrown together in a new group home concept, and find their special abilities become more powerful within the safety of the experimental program. Suddenly they're able to link minds, draw on each other's powers, and make connections to an increasingly violent world. Suddenly they may have a real ability to make changes - unless a jealous psychologist stops them.
	
	

	Weaver Will
	Memory Boy
	Sixteen-year-old Miles and his family must flee their Minneapolis home and begin a new life in the wilderness after a chain of cataclysmic volcanic explosions creates dangerous conditions in their city.
	
	

	Weyn Suzanne
	The Bar Code Tattoo*
	The bar code tattoo. Everybody's getting it. It will make your life easier, they say. It will hook you in. It will become your identity. But what if you say no? What if you don't want to become a code? For Kayla, this one choice changes everything. She becomes an outcast in her high school. Dangerous things happen to her family. There's no option but to run . . . for her life.
	
	


	HISTORICAL

	AUTHOR
	TITLE
	SUMMARY
	READ
	RATING

	Bartoletti Susan
	The Boy Who Dared
	As the Nazis are rising to power, Helmuth, a German schoolboy, is caught up in all the excitement, but as he sees the world around him change, how long can he keep silent? 
	
	

	Bruchac Joseph
	Code Talker
	Although being taught in a boarding school run by whites that Navajo is a useless language, Ned Begay and other Navajo men are recruited by the Marines to become Code Talkers during World War II, sending messages in their native tongue.
	
	

	Langston Laura
	Lesia’s Dream
	Dreaming of fields of wheat, wealth and security, Lesia looks forward to a life in Canada, free from poverty and rumours of war. But the 160 acres of hardscrabble prairie look nothing like the wheat fields of her dreams. And even though there is no fighting in her new country, the First World War follows them there.
	
	

	Matas Carol
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	Daniel’s Story
	After witnessing the rising tide of anti-Semitism in Nazi Germany, Daniel is suddenly transported, at age 14, from his comfortable life in Frankfurt to a Polish ghetto, then to Auschwitz and Buchenwald--losing most of his family along the way, seeing Nazi brutality of both the casual and the calculated kind.
	
	

	Mazer Harry
	Heroes Don’t Run
	Adam Pelko witnessed the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor that killed his father, a lieutenant on the USS Arizona. Even though Adam is underage, he defies his mother's wishes and enlists in the Marines. Sent first to boot camp, then to Okinawa, he experiences the stark reality of war firsthand.
	
	

	Meyer L.A.
	Bloody Jack*
	Reduced to begging and thievery in the streets of London, an orphan disguises herself as a boy and connives her way onto a British warship set for high sea adventure in search of pirates.

	
	

	Mowll Joshua
	Operation Red Jericho*
	For Joshua, it was the surprise of a lifetime. There, among the archives inherited from his great-aunt Rebecca, was a 1920s journal recounting the thrilling and dangerous adventures of fifteen-year-old Rebecca and her brother, Doug, after their parents' mysterious disappearance in the deserts of China.
	
	

	My Story Series
	Battle of Britain
	It's 1939 and Harry Woods is a Spitfire pilot in the RAF. When his friend Lenny loses his leg in a dogfight with the Luftwaffe, Harry is determined to fight on. That is, until his plane is hit and he finds himself tumbling through the air high above the English Channel.

	
	

	Namioka, Lensey
	Ties That Bind, Ties That Break*
	As a child, Ailin rebels against the tradition of foot binding, but pays the price for years to come.
	
	

	Peacock Shane
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	Eye of the Crow
	Sherlock Holmes, just thirteen, is a misfit. Friendless, bullied at school, he belongs nowhere and has only his wits to help him make his way. But what wits they are!
	
	

	Spinelli Jerry
	Milkweed
	This is the story of Misha and his band of orphans trying to survive on their own amidst the chaos of Nazi tanks, shops exploding in flames, the wailing of sirens, buzzing airplanes, bombs, and human torture.
	
	

	Wilson Budge
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	Before Green Gables*
	For the millions of readers who devoured the Green Gables series, Before Green Gables is an irresistible treat; the account of how Anne, one of literature's most beloved heroines, became the girl who captivated the world.
	
	

	Yolen Jane
	Devil’s Arithmetic
	When Hannah is transported back to a 1940's Polish village, she experiences the very horrors that had embarrassed and annoyed her when her elders related their Holocaust experiences.
	
	


	ADVENTURE / SURVIVAL

	AUTHOR
	TITLE
	SUMMARY
	READ
	RATING

	Bauer Joan
	Backwater
	While compiling a genealogy of her family of successful attorneys, sixteen-year-old history buff Ivy Breedlove treks into the mountain wilderness to interview a reclusive aunt with whom she identifies and who in turn helps her to truly know herself and her family.

	
	

	Colfer Eoin
	Airman
	Branded a traitor and thrown into jail on the prison island of Little Saltee, Conor has to fight for his life as he and the other prisoners are forced to mine for diamonds in inhumane conditions. There is only one way to escape Little Saltee, and that is to fly. 
	
	

	Johnson Maureen
	13 Little Blue Envelopes
	When 17-year-old Ginny receives a packet of mysterious envelopes from her favorite aunt, she leaves New Jersey to criss-cross Europe on a sort of scavenger hunt that transforms her life.

	
	

	McAulay Alex
	Oblivion Road
	A horrific car accident strands five teens on an isolated road during a blizzard. Frightened but alive, they discover an abandoned vehicle nearby, but the vehicle turns out to be a prison van, with the inmates missing, and the guard's dead body in the front seat.
	
	

	Oppel Kenneth
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	Airborn*
	Matt, a cabin boy on a luxury airship, faces a cruel band of air pirates and other dangers as he tries to solve a mystery and save the ship.
	
	

	Paulsen Gary
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	The Car
	Orphaned 14-year-old Terry Anders builds a car from a kit and embarks on a cross-country journey. He befriends a 45-year-old Vietnam vet who opens his eyes and his mind to the limitless possibilities of life
	
	

	Pfeffer Susan
	Life As We Knew It
	A meteor is going to hit the moon, and 16-year-old Miranda, like the rest of her family and neighbors in rural Pennsylvania, intends to watch it from the comfort of a lawn chair in her yard. But the event is not the benign impact predicted. The moon is knocked closer to Earth, setting off a chain of horrific occurrences: tsunamis, earthquakes, and, later, volcanic eruptions that disrupt life across the planet.
	
	

	Stephens J.B.
	The Big Empty*
	After half of the world's population is killed by a plague, seven teenagers seek a better life in a nightmarish future by deciphering coded messages and trying to avoid the Slashers.

	
	

	Strasser Todd
	Boot Camp
	Garrett, 15, is trapped in the "secret prison system for teenagers" when his controlling parents are lured by the promise of a boot-camp brochure: "The child who returns from the Lake Harmony experience is the child you always knew you had."
	
	

	Sweeney Joyce
	Free Fall
	Four teens—two brothers with a secret past, and their friends—become trapped in a cave in Florida—and no one knows where they are or where to look for them. They're trapped together, with only some food and supplies—and one boy is claustrophobic, one boy has asthma, one boy has a chip on his shoulder, and one boy thinks he has something to prove.
	
	

	Tullson Diane
	Red Sea
	In this teen thriller about surviving an attack by present-day pirates, fourteen-year-old Libby is an unwilling participant in a yearlong sailing trip with her mother and stepfather when tragedy strikes.
	
	

	Walters Eric
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	Safe as Houses
	The lights go out. The phone is dead and the freezing water in the house is rising fast!  Can Lizzie and the two kids she is babysitting survive one of Canada’s worst disasters?
	
	


	FANTASY

	AUTHOR
	TITLE
	SUMMARY
	READ
	RATING

	Cashore Kristin
	Graceling
	Katsa has been able to kill a man with her bare hands since she was eight. She’s a Graceling, one of the rare people in her land born with an extreme skill. As niece of the king, she should be able to live a life of privilege, but “Graced” as she is with killing, she is forced to work as the king’s thug.

	
	

	Delaney Joseph
	The Last Apprentice*
	This is not a tale for the squeamish. For years, Old Gregory has been the Spook for the county, ridding the local villages of evil. Now his time is coming to an end. But who will take over for him? Twenty-nine apprentices have tried—some floundered, some fled, some failed to stay alive. Only Thomas Ward is left. He's the last hope, the last apprentice. 
	
	

	Ewing Lynne
	Daughters of the Moon – Goddess of the Night*
	Vanessa, who has always had the special power to become invisible, discovers that she and her best friend Catty, a time-traveler, are goddesses of the moon who must fight together to overcome the evil Atrox.
	
	

	Foon Dennis
	Dirt Eaters*
	When Roan's parents and the people of Longlight perish in a raid, Roan is filled with rage. Torn between his desire for revenge and the legacy of peace he has inherited, he is taken in by a sect of warriors. With them he learns he has exceptional talent as a fighter. And then the real reason Longlight was destroyed.
	
	

	Haddix Margaret Peterson
	Running Out of Time
	When a diphtheria epidemic hits her 1840 village, thirteen-year-old Jessie discovers it is actually a 1995 tourist site under unseen observation by heartless scientists, and it's up to Jessie to escape the village and save the lives of the dying children.
	
	

	Jacques, Brian
	Redwall*

 
	When the peaceful life of ancient Redwall Abbey is shattered by the arrival of the evil rat Cluny and his villainous hordes, Matthias, a young mouse, determines to find the legendary sword of Martin the Warrior which, he is convinced, will help Redwall's inhabitants destroy the enemy.
	
	

	Nix Garth
	Mister Monday*
	Seven days. Seven keys. Seven virtues. Seven sins. One mysterious house is the doorway to a very mysterious world -- where one boy is about to venture and unlock a number of fantastical secrets.

	
	

	Pierce Tamora
	Trickster's Choice*
	Alianne must call forth her mother’s courage and her father’s wit in order to survive on the Copper Isles in a royal court rife with political intrigue and murderous conspiracy.

	
	

	Pullman Phillip
	Golden Compass*
	Accompanied by her daemon, Lyra Belacqua sets out to prevent her best friend and other kidnapped children from becoming the subject of gruesome experiments in the Far North.

	
	

	Scott Michael
	The Alchemyst: The Secrets of the Immortal Nicholas Flamel
	When 15-year-old twins Josh and Sophie inadvertently become involved in a plot to steal the Codex from their friend Nick Fleming (aka Nicholas Flamel), they are propelled into a fantasy world of golems, wereboars, and many other creatures that inhabit the netherworld between good and evil.
	
	

	Tolkien J.R. 
	The Hobbit *
	Accompanied by a troop of determined dwarfs and a wizard, the Hobbit takes off down the road leading to the Misty Mountains in hopes of retrieving the lost treasure of the dwarfs.

	
	

	Wooding Chris
	Storm Thief
	Rail and Moa are thieves in a city of chaos and the city's totalitarian government makes life miserable for all marginalized "ghetto-folk" like them. After the companions stumble upon a valuable artifact, they must flee pursuers who will do anything to get their find.
	
	


(* after title indicates part of a series)
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